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TIMELINE—MACEDONIA (A.M.E. Warsaw Church) CEMETERY  

 Recent PRESERVATION EFFORTS  

This timeline compiled by the Johns Creek Historical Society documents 30+ years of preservation 

efforts by numerous groups plus events along the way affecting the status of the Macedonia 

Cemetery and Church.  The Historical Society continues research of the site and those buried in the 

cemetery and collects related historic documents for its history archives, collaborates with the City 

of Johns Creek on improvements and a vision for a memorial garden, funds headstone restoration, 

partners with descendants and community groups interested in the cemetery, and presents 

programs on the history of the cemetery. 

Last years of documented church and cemetery  activity 

1. May 31, 1982 - Death of Herman Ousley with burial June 3, 1982. His is one of the unmarked 

graves at Macedonia Cemetery.  He was the last known caretaker of the church and cemetery. 

Known for building houses, the construction of the cinder block church is attributed to him, as 

well as the maintenance of it and the cemetery.  It’s speculated that the church structure may 

have started its decline after his death. 

2. Mid 1980s -  Church still in use: Handwritten sign advertising a church program is photographed 

at the road, inviting everyone to a program at the “full-gospel church”.  The church was known 

for its excellent singing as remembered by local residents and all were invited to the church’s 

singing and other programs as seen in local newspapers as early as the 1930s. 

3. June 4.1988 - Church no longer in use? Death of Massie K. Jones .  His is the last recorded burial 

on June 7, 1988.  It’s speculated that the church is no longer being used, because the funeral is 

not held at the church, but at the Mt. Carmel AME Church in Doraville with internment following 

at the Warsaw Methodist Church Cemetery (a name interchangeably used with Macedonia). 

Surrounding development, monitoring the site’s condition, preservation efforts  

1. 1985—Development starts near the cemetery and church site with the purchase of land for the 

St. Ives golf course, clubhouse, and neighborhood. By 1988, the course and first homes are built. 

2. 1992-1994—The six St. Ives houses adjacent to the cemetery property are built and occupied. 

3. August 26, 1993—Fulton County creates an Historic Preservation/Urban Design Advisory 

Committee with a focus to save historically significant properties.  Historic Preservation 

Ordinance expected to be ready in fall 1993.  
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5. 1990s - St Ives neighbor Kirk Sarkisian  and others walk the property during the early to mid 1990s, 

noticing during that period the disappearance of some headstones, the decline of the church 

structure, and the cemetery’s  condition degrading.  With those observations and concern that  

uncontrolled development could negatively impact the cemetery site and other nearby historic 

assets, the following preservation advocacy of 1997-1998 is begun.  

6. 1997 - Survey of the cemetery by Steve Laube, a St Ives neighbor whose property backs up to the 

NE section of the cemetery, lists 21 grave markers, including known slave April Waters. 

7. November 13, 1997– “The Importance of April Waters” is written by Sharon Flanagan. 

8. Late 1990s - Kirk Sarkisian‘s photograph of the interior of the church shows its dilapidated and 

disheveled state.  He later confirms that the structure and foundation was cinder block, 

reinforcing the theory that it was not the original church. 

9. January 17, 1998 - Option on adjacent 4.6 acre site owned by Myrick expires.  Option for land 

behind Publix shopping center had been bought by John Dickerson and extended with $1000 

given by nine others in hopes of having a buffer and possible addition to the Macedonia property. 

10. February 1998 - Neighborhood nonprofit organization, the Warsaw Historic Preservation Society 

forms with  Karen Montgomery president. 

11. March 1998—Warsaw Historic Preservation Society requests Fulton County funding to create an 

historic district  along Medlock Bridge Road that would include the Macedonia cemetery and 

church site. The county did not fund the project. 

12. July 7, 1998 - Fulton Co. Superior Court order and judgment gives Fulton County a maintenance 

easement to the 2 acres after neighborhood organization, the Warsaw Preservation group, made 

Fulton County aware of the cemetery, its importance, and its condition.   

13. 1999 to 2002—The abandoned  cinder block church is demolished by Fulton County.  The church 

is visible in a 1999 aerial photo.  Church is gone in a 2002 aerial photo. Church referenced as in 

ruins from fire in 2001 Fulton County report. Neighbors  say the church was also vandalized by 

someone cutting the central support for the roof, causing its collapse. 

14. November 11, 1999  - Phillip B. Anglin surveys the cemetery “Warsaw A.M.E. Church Cemetery 

(African American)”.  Survey results  of 21 marked graves appears in his book “Milton County, 

Georgia Cemeteries” published in 2002. 
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15. November 20, 2001—The 106 page “Warsaw Master Plan“ for future development of the area 

surrounding the intersection of Medlock Bridge and State Bridge roads presented to Fulton 

County Commissioners by the Fulton Co. Department of Environment and Community 

Development.  Macedonia is referenced as one of multiple historic assets in the area.  States the 

Macedonia church is in ruins due to fire.  

16. November 9,2002 - The neighborhood nonprofit Warsaw Historic Preservation Society dissolves 

ending an important layer of protection and advocacy for the cemetery and church and the 

Medlock/State Bridge area.  

17. 2006 - The Macedonia Cemetery appears on the Fulton County Map of Historic Communities and 

Structures. 

18. December 2006 - The City of Johns Creek is incorporated and the cemetery falls within its borders.  

With Fulton County no longer maintaining the cemetery and the City of Johns Creek busy with 

priorities related to starting up a new city, the cemetery becomes forgotten and overgrown, with 

headstones knocked over and broken, trash accumulating, and person(s) building temporary 

structures and inhabiting the property. 

19. September 2012 - The city’s “Historic Resource Survey Report” by UGA recommends the cemetery 

is eligible for listing in the National Register.  Estimates about 50 gravesites.  It describes the 

cemetery as “not currently in use.  Many headstones are in a state of disrepair and horizontal.  

The secluded location is overgrown and forested, and contains household debris.” 

20. 2016-17 - The newly formed community nonprofit Preserve Johns Creek brings awareness of the 

cemetery and its condition to the City of Johns Creek as part of an effort to block the erection of a 

digital billboard nearby.   

21. September 2016 - Inaccuracies are discovered in the 1997 story of April Waters “The Importance 

of April Waters”. The story is corrected for future programming by Joan Compton to reflect April 

was male, was not freed, and did not travel to Liberia, but remained enslaved locally until the end 

of the Civil War.   

Later in 2017 a great-great grandson of April, Madyun Shahid, connects with the historical 

society.  He had been doing research into his family  since the 1990s and had made the same 

discovery about April plus had done extensive genealogy work on April’s family tree.  
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22. September 2016 - Sharon Ebert, Johns Creek Community Development Director, approaches Autrey 

Mill Nature Preserve’s board about taking on oversight of the cemetery. AMNP board tells the city it 

is unable to handle more than its current oversight of its own 46 acres. 

23. October 2016 - GDOT  Archaeological Report – “GDOT Office of Maintenance, the Archaeological 

Unit of the Office of Environmental Services accomplishes a reconnaissance survey and 

investigations to delineate the cemetery grounds with respect to a proposed billboard location.”  23 

marked graves are noted, with an additional 30 possible unmarked graves. 

24. November 4, 2016  - Sharon Ebert, City Director of Community Development , makes an official 

report before City Council on the issue, background, and recommendations for cemetery 

preservation. 

25. December 19, 2016—New South Associates performs an archeology  survey to identify gravesites 

under a contract with Preserve Johns Creek.   

26. January 6, 2017 - The Johns Creek Historical Society is incorporated in Georgia on 1/6/2017 and 

receives its 501 (c)(3) designation on 8/3/2017.  Preservation of Macedonia Cemetery  becomes a 

priority project. 

27. January 23, 2017 -  New South Associates submits report “A Visual Archaeological Reconnaissance 

of the Macedonia African Methodist Church Cemetery” commissioned by community group 

Preserve Johns Creek. 114 features are identified and mapped: 24 marked graves, 81 potential 

graves, and 9 isolated markers. 

28. June 2017 - Leadership Johns Creek and Hero-4-a-Day both have Macedonia Cemetery projects with 

the JC Historical Society as a partner. Substantial cleanup of trash, debris, fallen limbs and trees. 

June 10th: what could be part of a headstone is noted outside and to the west of the burial area. 

29. 2017 - The Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society of Atlanta takes interest in the cemetery 

and takes on a project for genealogical research of  April Waters. 

30. November 2018— City erects a gated metal fence on west and south sides of the cemetery. 

Concern the fence location does not include all grave sites and may bisect several graves. 

31. September 2019 - The gravestone of April Waters is returned and laid at the grave of April.  The 

gravestone had been removed approximately 20 years before and was returned through efforts of 

the Johns Creek Historical Society and April Waters’ descendant Madyun Shahid. 
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32. March 2020 -  JC Historical Society begins the first repairs to Macedonia grave markers. With a 

$500 donation to the historical society, Chaunce Braun is contracted and repairs the broken 

headstone of R.L. Parsons (1869-1923) and reseats that headstone and the headstone of April 

Waters (1845-1910). 

33. March 3, 2020 - KCI, contracted by the City, surveys the Macedonia property to establish extent 

and boundary lines, determining a tract of 1.92 acres. 

34. May 19, 2020—KCI added the locations of graves they detected with GPR to their survey map. 

Only 11 areas of grave sites were located, with one of those outside the fenced burial area.   

35. August 2020— Local Girl Scout rebuilds and landscapes the Macedonia Cemetery sign. 

36. September—November 2020—Sapplings outside the fence are cut by volunteers and cleared 

away by the City. 

37. October 2020—Student Leadership Johns Creek begins a class project to help with creating 

awareness of and fundraising for the cemetery. 

38. October 9, 2020—New South archaeologist meets at the cemetery with the JC Historical Society 

about procedure used in the 2016 study, future options for ground penetrating radar, the location 

of the church site, and applying for historic designation. 

39. October 16-22, 2020— With additional donations to the historical society, the broken headstone 

of Laura Ousley (1850-1900) is repaired and reset and the headstone of Hellen Ousley (1905-1911) 

is reset. 

40. November 2-6 2020—The City removes large trees (including the large oak by the cemetery sign) 

that are dead, dying, or present a danger of falling. 

41. November 16, 2020—City Council unanimously approves acquisition of the approximate 2-acre 

Macedonia Cemetery property. The legal process is expected to take about 9 months. 

42. March 2021—The headstones of Reuben Chandler (the oldest grave marker), Susie Howell , and 

Robert Ousley are repaired and reset.  The headstone of Katie Chatham is reset. 

43. March 13, 2021 - The Student Leadership Johns Creek class completes their fundraising effort and 

donates $3100 to the Johns Creek Historical Society for the Macedonia Cemetery Project. 
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44. April 2021– With the additional funding, the historical society continues with grave marker 

restoration.  The markers of Carrie Baker, Robert Ousley, JM Parsons, and one of the concrete 

markers are repaired as needed and reset.  12 headstones and markers have now been restored. 

45. May 2021—Georgia Humanities awards $2500 grant to Mercer University, Student Leadership 

Johns Creek, and the Johns Creek Historical Society to create a 4-part Macedonia Cemetery film. 

46. June 7, 2021 - Johns Creek resident Carla Carter who had been researching those possibly buried 

at Macedonia as a personal project, contacts the JC Historical Society after reading the historical 

society had identified about 60 buried at the site.  Her excellent research and documentation  

adds extra insights to that of the historical society.  She and Joan Compton continue collaborating 

on this ongoing research project. 

47. June 21, 2021– City Council unanimously passes a cemetery vandalism ordinance to address  

cemetery vandalism and provide penalties for defacing and/or desecrating grave sites and 

cemetery property. The request for this ordinance was initiated to help preserve Macedonia 

Cemetery; however, its provisions apply to all cemeteries within Johns Creek. 

48. June 26, 2021—Girl Scout Troop 11474 and adults  hold a cleanup day at the cemetery. 

49. June 28, 2021– The historical society continues with grave marker restoration.  Markers of Mary 

Riley and of Marshall Young are reset.  14 headstones and markers have now been restored and 

are standing straight, preventing further damage and properly honoring those buried. 

50. Late June-July 11, 2021—Tire tracks indicate two separate incidents of vehicles able to drive 

beyond the chain to access the property.  Both incidents reported to the City.  City adds 

additional barriers. 

51. September 12, 2021 - Direct descendants of April Waters (great-great-grandchildren and great-

great-great grandchildren) meet at Macedonia Cemetery. 

52. September 13, 2021—Johns Creek City Council passes its FY2022 budget, including $100,000 for 

improvements to Macedonia Cemetery  

53. September 17, 2021—City of Johns Creek obtains ownership of the approximate 1.92 acre site 

that includes the Macedonia Cemetery and previous location of the church.  With ownership 

legally established, the Johns Creek Historical Society reluctantly suspends its efforts to repair 

headstones or make improvements to the site (with the exception of a Girl Scout project for 6  

flat engraved markers pre-approved and supported by cemetery descendants). 



         Johns Creek Historical Society                             8/19/17 Joan Compton 
latest update : 12/5/2024 

www.johnscreekhistory.org   -   info@johnscreekhistory.org                 Page  7                                     

TIMELINE—MACEDONIA (A.M.E. Warsaw Church) CEMETERY  

 Recent PRESERVATION EFFORTS  

54. October 2021 - Madyun Shahid helps with Girl Scout cleanup day and presents the Johns Creek 

Historical Society with a check for $500 on behalf of descendants of April Waters to be used for 

Macedonia grave markers. 

55. December 2, 2021 - Members of the Atlanta Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society 

meet at Macedonia Cemetery with Johns Creek Historical Society members Kirk Canaday and Joan 

Compton to see the cemetery, learn what  research and preservation has been done, and to make 

recommendations for future preservation and research based on their collective experience.  

56. January 18, 2022 - Dr. Brett Zaprowski, Salisbury University of Maryland, meet online with Kirk 

Canaday, Joan Compton, and Councilman Lenny Zaprowski. Dr. Zaprowski explains what GPR can 

detect, issues of trees, tree roots on the property, and makes some suggestions based on his 

knowledge and experience with a similar project. 

57. January 27 and February 18, 2022—Two screenings are held of four short films about Macedonia 

created by Student Leadership Johns Creek students. Project was a collaboration with Mercer 

University, Student Leadership Johns Creek, and the Johns Creek Historical Society.  

58. July 2022 - A 1973 geodetic marker is located on the site by a visitor. Although its purpose was not 

related to the cemetery or church, the marker’s description does give the distance and direction of 

the marker relative to a ”cinder block church” facilitating the exact position and measurements of 

the church. 

59. August 2022 - L.F. Sloane Consulting Group submits to the City a brief “Macedonia Church and 

Cemetery Site Strategic Plan” with recommendations for a new fence placement, parking area for 4

-5 cars, signage, grounds and headstone maintenance, and a memorial monument. 

60. August 17, 2022 - At the request of U.S. Congresswoman Lucy McBath, she visits the cemetery to 

learn more about its history and future plans from Johns Creek Historical Society members Kirk 

Canaday and Joan Compton.  The city manager was unable to attend. 

61. October 2022—Existing fence is removed and new fence enclosing a larger area installed, 

according with the August 2022 recommendation in the  Sloane Consulting Group strategic plan. 

Neither descendants or the Historical Society were consulted on the new fence placement. 

62. November 2022 - 6 flat  engraved granite grave markers are installed as a Girl Scout project of 

Macy McKenzie. Original markers are still in place but were becoming difficult to read. 
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63. January 9, 2023 - A meeting initiated by stakeholders is held at City Hall to discuss  the need for 

Ground Penetrating Radar to determine where gravesites exist before further work is done at the 

cemetery.  Online were Madyun Shahid (descendant) and 2 experts from Nelson Intelligence 

Solutions who explained the GPR process.  Attendees were City Manager Ed Densmore, 

Councilmember Erin Elwood, Sabrina Aquell (descendant), Amber Perry (Appen Media), and Johns 

Creek Historical Society members Kirk Canaday, Joan Compton, Nicole Washington, and Dr. Katie 

Perrotta.  Kirk Canaday plans to coordinate with Nelson for a preliminary site  survey  at no cost. 

64. February 18, 2023 - Several dozen descendants meet at the cemetery with Johns Creek Historical 

Society members Carla Carter and Joan Compton to learn about the extensive research, documents 

collected, and genealogy work done by the Historical Society to identify those buried at the site 

and document their lives. 

65. February 28, 2023 - A geospatial analyst and GPR specialist from Nelson Intelligence Solutions visit 

Macedonia with Kirk Canaday to assess the site for a future Ground Penetrating Radar survey. 

66. June 12, 2023 - Descendants of the church and cemetery form a nonprofit corporation within the 

state of Georgia “Descendants of Macedonia Church and Cemetery of Johns Creek, Georgia, Inc”, 

with the purpose  “To educate others regarding the importance of preserving and maintaining 

Macedonia Church and Cemetery back to its original glory”. 

67. August 19, 2024 - City Council approves a resolution to acquire a permanent access easement of 

4,411.46 sq ft  including the gravel driveway for the Macedonia Cemetery property from Myco 

Medlock, LLP for no more than $10,000. 

68. November 18, 2024 -  A City Council Member initiated agenda item “Ground Penetrating Radar - 

Macedonia Cemetery” submitted by Skinner, Erramilli, and DiBiase  was discussed at the work 

session with questions about the extent of past GPR and need to have a thorough GPR before 

moving forward with recommendations in the strategic plan. Further discussion is planned for the 

December 9th City Council work session. 

69. November 2024 - In partnership with the Johns Creek Historical Society, the process to obtain a 

State of Georgia history marker for the cemetery is initiated with the Georgia Historical Society. 
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On-going— Johns Creek Historical Society members  continue to search for, and sort through, 

documentation to identify and verify as many as possible buried at the site. At the same time, 

they are piecing together the complex, inter-connected family relationships and other 

information to learn more about the lives of the cemetery's residents that spanned a period 

from the 1840s to the 1980s.  The nonprofit Descendants of Macedonia Church and Cemetery 

of Johns Creek, Georgia, Inc.  is taking the lead in advocacy for care and improvements of the 

physical cemetery site.  
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Resource Documents available in the Johns Creek Historical Society archives 

Newspaper articles about preservation efforts for the cemetery 

July 1998 Fulton Co. case on maintenance easement 

November 2001 Fulton County Warsaw Master Plan 

Citation in City of Johns Creek’s September 2012 Historic Resource Survey Report  

Nov. 4, 2016 Report to City Council by Sharon Ebert 

March 2016 Myrick letter giving access to the property 

October 2016  GDOT Archaeological Report 

January 2017 New South Archaeological Report 

Easements rights to Johns Creek, 2017 

Legal Description of the land parcel that is in the SW corner of lot #329 

Tax Digests (1830s- present) showing ownership of parcel #329 

Land transactions of lot #329 

Transcription of graves – Steve Laube, July 1997 

Transcription of graves – Phillip B. Anglin, November 1999 

Grave List 2019 from Find-A-Grave 

Various historic maps showing the church property 

Aerial photos of site (1938 to present) 

Photo of interior of church 

Photos (2016-2024) of all gravestones and general views of the property 

 “The Importance of April Waters” by Sharon Flanagan, 1997 

April Waters documentation and genealogy 

Poster and Power Point segments of the discovery of the true story of April Waters 

Documentation and genealogy of others buried in cemetery including possible enslaved  

and unmarked graves 

 

RESOURCES for Researching and Understanding the History of the 

Macedonia (A.M.E. Warsaw Church) Cemetery and site  


