
April Waters: Persistence in the Shadows of Slavery and Reconstruction 
The story of April Waters is one of endurance, survival, and remembrance woven 
through the shadows of slavery, Reconstruction, and the complex history of the 
Waters plantation in North Georgia. Born into bondage on land connected to George 
Morgan Waters, April Waters appears by name in the 1851 will of George Morgan 
Waters alongside enslaved families including Sawney and Lucy. The will listed April 
among those held in trust for Waters’ granddaughters, tying his life directly to the 
plantation’s history and the legal battles that followed. Yet April’s story did not end 
in bondage. By 1867, during Reconstruction, April Waters appeared on Georgia 
voter registration records, taking part in one of the most transformative moments in 
American history — the brief but powerful expansion of citizenship to formerly 
enslaved African Americans. Through hardship, displacement, and silence in the 
historical record, April’s name endured. Today, his headstone at Macedonia 
Cemetery stands not only as a marker of one man’s life, but as a symbol of 
generations who persisted despite slavery, segregation, and historical erasure. The 
rediscovery of Macedonia Cemetery and the continuing work of descendants ensure 
that the voices once buried beneath the soil are finally being heard. 



Historical Images and Records 

 

Headstone of April Waters at Macedonia Cemetery. 



 

April Waters Reconstruction-era voter registration record. 



 

1867 voter registration oath signed by April Waters. 

 



1832 letter from George Waters regarding his plantation lands.



 



Transcription and Summary of George Waters Letter (1832) 
 
“About ten years ago I settled my plantation on the west side of the Chattahoochee 
in sight of my descent from the Cherokee...  
my farm was constructed for a three-fold purpose: first to help my stock from the 
river; second that I might have the opportunity  
of opening land for cultivation; and third for the purpose of enclosing a field in the 
bend of the river...  
persons viz Miller, Green, A. Hambleton, Webb, J. Hambleton, Clayton and Coleman 
trespassed upon my rights by clearing my land  
within my enclosure and planting the same for two or three years without a rail 
around the fields...” 
 
In this 1832 letter, George Waters describes the development of his plantation lands 
near the Chattahoochee River and disputes  
with neighboring settlers over land use and cultivation. The document reflects the 
expansion of plantation agriculture during the  
era of Cherokee removal and demonstrates how enslaved labor and contested 
frontier lands shaped the history of North Georgia. 
 

Historical Context 
Research records show that April Waters was referenced in historical probate and 
court materials connected to the Waters estate and later appeared in tax records, 
census records, and Reconstruction voter rolls. 





Documents connected to Macedonia Cemetery further demonstrate the significance 
of the site as one of the last visible links to enslaved African American families 
connected to the Waters plantation. The cemetery today serves as a sacred 
reminder of resilience, memory, and the ongoing work of descendants seeking to 
restore dignity and historical recognition to those buried there. 

Referenced Historical Sources 
• Ancestry and Notes on the Family of April Waters 
• George Morgan Waters Family History 
• 1832 George Waters plantation correspondence 
• Reconstruction-era voter registration records 
• Macedonia Cemetery legal and historical records 
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