April Waters: Persistence in the Shadows of Slavery and Reconstruction

The story of April Waters is one of endurance, survival, and remembrance woven
through the shadows of slavery, Reconstruction, and the complex history of the
Waters plantation in North Georgia. Born into bondage on land connected to George
Morgan Waters, April Waters appears by name in the 1851 will of George Morgan
Waters alongside enslaved families including Sawney and Lucy. The will listed April
among those held in trust for Waters’ granddaughters, tying his life directly to the
plantation’s history and the legal battles that followed. Yet April’s story did not end
in bondage. By 1867, during Reconstruction, April Waters appeared on Georgia
voter registration records, taking part in one of the most transformative moments in
American history — the brief but powerful expansion of citizenship to formerly
enslaved African Americans. Through hardship, displacement, and silence in the
historical record, April’s name endured. Today, his headstone at Macedonia
Cemetery stands not only as a marker of one man’s life, but as a symbol of
generations who persisted despite slavery, segregation, and historical erasure. The
rediscovery of Macedonia Cemetery and the continuing work of descendants ensure
that the voices once buried beneath the soil are finally being heard.



Historical Images and Records

Headstone of April Waters at Macedonia Cemetery.
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1832 letter from George Waters regarding his plantation lands.
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Transcription and Summary of George Waters Letter (1832)

“About ten years ago I settled my plantation on the west side of the Chattahoochee
in sight of my descent from the Cherokee...

my farm was constructed for a three-fold purpose: first to help my stock from the
river; second that I might have the opportunity

of opening land for cultivation; and third for the purpose of enclosing a field in the
bend of the river...

persons viz Miller, Green, A. Hambleton, Webb, ]. Hambleton, Clayton and Coleman
trespassed upon my rights by clearing my land

within my enclosure and planting the same for two or three years without a rail
around the fields...”

In this 1832 letter, George Waters describes the development of his plantation lands
near the Chattahoochee River and disputes

with neighboring settlers over land use and cultivation. The document reflects the
expansion of plantation agriculture during the

era of Cherokee removal and demonstrates how enslaved labor and contested
frontier lands shaped the history of North Georgia.

Historical Context

Research records show that April Waters was referenced in historical probate and
court materials connected to the Waters estate and later appeared in tax records,
census records, and Reconstruction voter rolls.



Appendices R

Slaves {if compelled) may sclect their residence out of the State of Georgia, and in any
part of the world.

Fourth. [ give and bequeath 1o my qualified Execulors in trust for the benefit of the
children of my deceased daughter Catherine, the former wife of William H. Fitts, the
following Slaves, to Wit, Sawney, his wife Lucy and their children, Bicha, Manny, Au-
gusy, Ancil and April, with the future issue and increase of the females. I also give and
bequeath in trust to my qualified Executors to my deceased daughter's children, Harriet
£ Catherine Fitts, my plantation called Warsaw in this County confaining about ane
hundred & thirty (130 acres more or less. Also three lots of land within Forsvih County
knvawn as Nos. three hundred & thirty (3300 Three hundred & thirty one (331) Three
hundred & thirty two (332) and fractional lot NO Thirty six (36}, all within the first
district, first section of said County. | also give and bequeath in trust to my qualified
executors to my Decd. daughter’s children Harrict & Catherine Fitts Six hundred Dollars
($600.00). [ wish my qualified Fxecutors fia have this amount lald outin the Education of
my Grand Daughters Harrict & Catherine Firts and for no other purpose whatever.
Should it please the providence of God 1o take to himsclf either of my poor Crand
daughters Harriet & Catherire Fitts before they become of age or married, 1 give and
bequeath the whole amount mentioned in this [tem of my will to the survivor. And
should it please God to remove by death both of my Grand daughters, Harriet &
Catherine Fills before they obtaln of age or are married, | then give and bequeath the
whole amount mentoned in this Ilem of my will 1o the children of my Daughter
Williamina C, Cleland wife of James Cleland and fo the children of my Daughter Sarah
M. Charlton wite of the late T, Thomas ]- Charltes, share and share alike.

Fifth. I give and bequeath tomy qualified exaculars gll the resi and resicue of my
estate both real & personal and choose in trust in action that they will kald the same
together withoul any distribution until all my directions contained i the third ltem of
this my will shall have fully and in all respects [been] complied with; and so socn as that
has been done {and not before on any protence) T direct that they shall divide my estate
real and personal into three aqual parts or Shares, and [ glve, devise and bequeath one
Share of equal part thereof o my son Thomas |, Waters, his heirs, executors, administra-
tors and assigns forever.

Sixth, | direct my qualified exeautors 1o hatd with the exception of one thousansd
dollars exclusive of [nterest, say, oul of my daughter Williamina C. Cleland's share ol
portion of my real and personal estate to be pald over to my som Thomas ). Walers, his
heirs and assigns, trustee to my daughter Williamina C. Cleland & children, baing the
amount of my note dated 25th July 1840 and made payable to Thomas [. Waters, rustee
&, this disposition and arrangement ig im [ustice to Thomas [, Waters and for his security
dee. During tny life ] have given to my davghter Williamina C. Cleland and o b
children considerably more that this amount, more 5o than | have glven ko any of my

ather children. | wish it howsver o be distinctly undersiood that my son Thomas |.
Waters, his helts and assigns, is to pay as trushes as aforesaid the above amount of one
thousand dollars, exclusive of interest thereon, to his sister Williamina C. Cletand and
children ouwt of his own indlvidual sourcs or means, The amdount 1S nob to be considered
s B receives an equivalent or the same amount from his sister Willlamina C. Cleland’s
share of portion fram my estate) a debt against my estate or bo be drawn (Tom my real and

eslabe whatever. Wor is it to militate of take from one particle (o the carrying out
by my qualified executars the third ltem of this my will and testament. The balance share
or poruon of my estate real & porsonal (after deducting the above mentored sum,
principal and interest 1o be paid ovet b Thomas |. Waters, hiz heirs and sssigns in st



Documents connected to Macedonia Cemetery further demonstrate the significance
of the site as one of the last visible links to enslaved African American families
connected to the Waters plantation. The cemetery today serves as a sacred
reminder of resilience, memory, and the ongoing work of descendants seeking to
restore dignity and historical recognition to those buried there.

Referenced Historical Sources

e Ancestry and Notes on the Family of April Waters
e George Morgan Waters Family History

» 1832 George Waters plantation correspondence
e Reconstruction-era voter registration records

» Macedonia Cemetery legal and historical records
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